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deal of 

evidence

Rejecting deficit explanations for students’ learning

• Deficit explanations are not used to explain learners’ difficulties. 

• Agentic talk is clearly articulated, and learners are encouraged as  

they succeed.

• Errors and mistakes are seen as being opportunities to learn, not 

insurmountable problems.

• Learners’ language, culture, and heritage are seen as assets and not as 

hindrances to learning.

1 2 3 4 5

Note any examples:

Tool 2: Relationships-based Learning Classroom  
Observation Instrument

Part one: Creating the extended family-like context

Teacher name:  .............................................................................................................................

Impact coach name:..............................................................................................................

Date: .............................................................................................................................................................
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No 

evidence
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evidence
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Lots of 

evidence

Great 
deal of 

evidence

Caring for and nurturing the learner, including their language and culture. 

• Culturally appropriate and responsive learning contexts are provided  

for and created. 

• Learners can bring their own cultural experiences to the learning 

interaction/conversation.

• Learners’ prior learning is utilised.

1 2 3 4 5

Note any examples:

Voicing and demonstrating high expectations

• Learners’ performance is paramount.

• There are high expectations of learning and behaviour and activities  

are cognitively challenging. 

• Interactions include talk about learner capability to set and reach  

short- and long-term goals.

• What is expected of students and what learning involves is clearly identified. 

1 2 3 4 5

Note any examples:

Ensuring that all learners can learn in a well-managed environment

• Lessons and interactions are well-organised with clear routines for 

learners to interact and learn individually, in a pair, or in a group.

• Management and learning interactions are implemented in a  

non-confrontational manner.

1 2 3 4 5

Note any examples:

Knowing what students need to learn

• Competency in subject knowledge is clearly displayed. 

• Models and exemplars are provided to support learners to know what 

success looks like.

• Leader of learning incorporates routine subject knowledge with 

pedagogical imagination. 

1 2 3 4 5

Note any examples:

roxine.smith
Highlight

roxine.smith
Highlight

roxine.smith
Highlight

roxine.smith
Highlight



Cognition Education – Relationships-based Teaching and Learning 2020 
Content subject to copyright. Photocopy with permission only.

Mins

Teacher 
interaction 

code

PL FB FF  
CO PS

Evidence of discursive interactions 
and power-sharing strategies

For example: cooperative learning, 
student-generated questions

Interacts 
with 

students

I O

Location 
of the 

teacher

D S M O
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Tool 2: Relationships-based Learning 
Classroom Observation Instrument

Part two: Teacher interactions within the learning context

Codes: PL: Prior Learning   FB: Feedback   FF: Feed Forward   CO: Co-construction    

PS: Power Sharing   I: Indigenous   O: Other   D: Desk   S: Stationary   M: Moving   O: Outside
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Learning intention:  ..................................................................................

Success criteria:  ..........................................................................................

Task:  ..............................................................................................................................

Question Student 
one

Student 
two

Student 
three

What are 
you learning 

today?

Unclear Clarity

How do you 
know how well 
you are going?

Dependent Independent

What do you 
think are your 

next steps?

Short term Long term

Tool 2: Relationships-based Learning 
Classroom Observation Instrument

Part three: Student engagement in their learning
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Summary tables

Section one: Totals for creating the extended family-like context

Section two: Totals for interactions and the location of the teacher

Dimension Rating Possible Goal/Commentary

Rejecting deficit explanations for  
students’ learning

Caring for and nurturing the learner

Voicing and demonstrating  
high expectations

Ensuring that all learners can learn in 
a well-managed environment

Knowing what students need  
to learn

Totals for interactions Total of interactions with 
students

Totals for the location  
of the teacher 

PL I D

FB O S

FF M

Co O

PS


	brainstorm 52: Roxine Smith
	brainstorm 55:  Jyson, I love the way you're writing 's'. T: Well Done. T: I like the way your finishing off your spelling game. Jyson I like the way you are writingT: A full stop, well done Isiah. T: Good description you have short hair. T: / T: Beautiful. Well done Rikardo. Claius I like the way you are focusing on your writing.T: Good work. '/ T: Beautiful. Full stop. I like the way your keeping up and writing each sentence.T: T: Good reading well done.T: Let's have a look. Beautiful. Well done Annalisa. good job. I love the way you have formed your letters. Just remember to put a full stop at the end of a sentence. I love the way you left a space between knew words.T: Mathan well done. Curtis excellent, good formation of letters. really good writing today Ngagangaga. Well done Tyrese. Beautiful Timiyah. Good work Jyson. Claius is just finishing off. T: That's right! We live in the country Australia in a town called Numbulwar. S: (student points to Numbulwar on map) That's it! That's where we live.T: That's a really good explanation of what surprise means. Well Done Mathan.S: I'd like to meet a monkey. T: You would definitely meet a monkey in the jungle.
	brainstorm 53: Zoe Bertrand
	brainstorm 54: 17 August 2020
	brainstorm 57: How many sounds in 'stair'?  / Students: 3Now we are going to hold a sentence.What do we start a sentence with? / S: Capital 'I" (letter) / T: That's it a capital letter.Next sentence. What else can Hair be. What else can your hair be?S: Short.And what do you end your sentence with? / S: Full stop. You have long hair' Leave a finger space between each word. What goes at the end of a sentence? / S: Full top. T: From the picture on the front of the book , what country is the story set in? S: AfricaT: On the world map this is where Africa is? Where do we live?S: Here! (student points to Australia?)T: Their houses are different to ours! What are our houses made of?S: wood and tinT: What are their huts made of ? S: mud and straw.T: Why is Handa walking? S: no carsT: How is Handa carrying her basket of fruit? S: on her headT: Why? S: That's what they do in Africa. T: that's right! When objects are heavy they learn to carry them on their head.
	brainstorm 58: T: First word 'lair' home of an animal. 'l' 'air' Well done everybody for writing down the sounds 'l' 'air' tick or fix. Get ready with your pencil to tick or fix.You remembered what to put at the end of sentence. A full stop.Write down the sentence, 'You have short hair'. : What is another sentence we can have. / S: 'You have yellow hair' / T: Alright good one. What is another word to describe hair. / S: Long hair. / T: Great which one would you like to write. 'You have yellow hair' or ' You have long hair'. / S: 'you have long hair'T: What is this fruit called? S: guava T: Which animal is taking the guava?T: What is a surprise? S: When you don't know something is going to happen
	brainstorm 59: Fold your arms when you are finished. Get ready to tick or fix.Ok. Close your books. Put your spelling books here, and come to the mat please. 
	brainstorm 188: Next spelling word is 'stair'. 's' 't' 'air' (sounds). You can climb the next stair to reach the next level. 'stair' First sound is 's', second sound is 't' and special friends 'air'.   Listen to the sentence you are going to write. You have red hair. / S: You have red hair / T: You have red hair / S: you have red hair / First word in our sentence is 'You' write a capital 'Y' (letter)You have H.A.Ve. H. A. Ve. Have. You have, leave a finger space for a new word, red. R. E. D. Red. And our spelling word 'Hair' leave a finger space for a new word. Hair. H.Air. Hair. What do we put at the end of a sentence.S: Fullstop. Ok let's read through the sentences we have written. 'You have red hair' Your turn. / S: 'You have red hair'. / T: 'You have short hair' your turn. / S: 'you have short hair.' / T: 'You have long hair' Your turn / S: 'You have long hair.' / T: Let's go back and read the sentences one more time. ready. / S+T: 'You have red hair', 'You have short hair', 'You have long hair' / T: That's right! The Continent of Africa in the country of Kenya.
	brainstorm 60: PL
	brainstorm 61: Your job is to sound out and spell 2 words with our new sound 'air'
	brainstorm 62: I
	brainstorm 63: S/M
	brainstorm 92: -
	brainstorm 93: T: excuse me. 
	brainstorm 94: I
	brainstorm 95: M
	brainstorm 76: 
	brainstorm 80: T: Everyone is writing.
	brainstorm 84: I
	brainstorm 88: S/M
	brainstorm 96: 
	brainstorm 97: T: In Africa the people live in villages but we live in towns like Numbulwar.
	brainstorm 98: I
	brainstorm 99: S
	brainstorm 124: PL/FB
	brainstorm 125: T: What fruit is the basket full of now?S: tangerines. t: T: Great comprehensionT: How did they fall into the basket?
	brainstorm 126: I
	brainstorm 127: S
	brainstorm 68: PL
	brainstorm 70: 's' (sound) is s. t is 'T' and air (sound) air (letters) tick or fix.
	brainstorm 72: I
	brainstorm 74: S/M
	brainstorm 100: PL
	brainstorm 101: T: What is the title of the book we have been reading for the last couple of weeks?S:  "Handa's Surprise"
	brainstorm 102: I
	brainstorm 103: S
	brainstorm 77: 
	brainstorm 81: S: Please can you help me. / T: yep.
	brainstorm 85: I
	brainstorm 89: S/M
	brainstorm 104: PL/FB
	brainstorm 105: T: What is this fruit called?S: mangoT: Why does it look reddish?S: it is ready to eat. T: You certainly know a lot about fruit.
	brainstorm 106: I
	brainstorm 107: S
	brainstorm 1010: PL
	brainstorm 1011: T: Now we are going to sing a jungle song using two actions.
	brainstorm 1012: I
	brainstorm 1013: S/M
	brainstorm 64: PL
	brainstorm 65: 'l' is an l(letter). Give yourself a tick. 'air' (sound) 'air' (letters). Give yourself a tick. Tick or fix.
	brainstorm 66: I
	brainstorm 67: S/M
	brainstorm 108: FB
	brainstorm 109: T: Good work Isiah. You have finished all of that writing and you have left a space between each new word. You put a capital letter and a fullstop. 
	brainstorm 110: I
	brainstorm 111: M
	brainstorm 78: PL/FB
	brainstorm 82: T: what do yo start a sentence with? / S: Capital letter. / T: Capital letter. Good job Curtis well done.
	brainstorm 86: I
	brainstorm 90: S/M
	brainstorm 112: PL/FB
	brainstorm 113: T: How many pieces of fruit does Handa have in her basket?S: seven T: excellent!
	brainstorm 114: I
	brainstorm 115: S
	brainstorm 128: PL/FB
	brainstorm 129: T: Why did Handa get a surprise?S: she thought she had a banana and pineapple in her basket. T: Good thinking
	brainstorm 130: I
	brainstorm 131: S
	brainstorm 69: PL
	brainstorm 71: T: Write 'You'. Leave a finger space for a new word. 
	brainstorm 73: I
	brainstorm 75: S/M
	brainstorm 116: 
	brainstorm 117: T: We have to travel 8 hours by plane across the Indian Ocean to reach Kenya in Africa.
	brainstorm 118: I
	brainstorm 119: M/S
	brainstorm 79: CO
	brainstorm 83: T: Ok let's do it. What do we start a sentence with? / S: Capital letter
	brainstorm 87: I
	brainstorm 91: S/M
	brainstorm 120: CO
	brainstorm 121: T: You can read along with me.
	brainstorm 122: I
	brainstorm 123: S
	brainstorm 132: CO
	brainstorm 133: T: Timiyha, think of another animal you would like to meet in the jungle.
	brainstorm 134: I
	brainstorm 189: S/M
	brainstorm 135: 5
	brainstorm 137: 4
	brainstorm 139: 3
	brainstorm 141: 2
	brainstorm 143: 4
	brainstorm 145: 55%
	brainstorm 150: 100%
	brainstorm 155: 0
	brainstorm 146: 30%6
	brainstorm 151: 0%
	brainstorm 156: 18
	brainstorm 147: 0%
	brainstorm 152: 
	brainstorm 157: 13
	brainstorm 148: 15%
	brainstorm 153: 
	brainstorm 158: 0
	brainstorm 149: 0%
	brainstorm 154: 
	brainstorm 159: 
	brainstorm 136: Agentic talk;kids develop line of questioning
	brainstorm 138: Incorporate more first language (Kriol+Wubuy)
	brainstorm 140: cognitive challenges for 'advanced' students
	brainstorm 142: Use of Power sharing and Co-construction 
	brainstorm 144: examples of 'success' visible throughout lesson
	brainstorm 160: to write sentences using a capital letter and a full stop
	brainstorm 161: Students consistently using correct punctuation.
	brainstorm 162: Write sentences using a capital letter and full stop.
	brainstorm 163: write sentences
	brainstorm 166: I  ticked all my words.
	brainstorm 169: keep practising.
	brainstorm 164: full stop. capital.
	brainstorm 167: tick or cross
	brainstorm 170: write the words
	brainstorm 165: sound out words and letters
	brainstorm 168: tick or cross them, fix them
	brainstorm 171: do it on the paper


